Worldgeopopulation0809
STANDARD WG.5,  6, and 11. 
 



The student will compare and contrast the distribution, growth rates, and characteristics of human population in terms of settlement patterns and the location of natural and capital resources.

Population distribution is described according to location and density. 
Characteristics of human populations differ over time and from region to region.
Population growth rates are influenced by human, environmental, economic, and political factors.
	Factors that influence population distribution

· Natural resources (oil, arable land, water)

· Climate (hot/cold; wet/dry)

· Economic development

· Government policy

· Rural/urban settlement

· Capital resources (transportation, technology)

· Conflicts (refugees)


	Characteristics of human populations

· Birth and death rates

· Age distribution

· Male/female distribution

· Life expectancy

· Infant mortality

· Urban/rural

· GDP

· Ethnicity

· Language

· Religion

· Education


	Factors that influence growth rates

· Modern medicine and hygiene

· Education

· Industrialization and urbanization

· Economic development

· Government policy

· Role of women in society




Migrations occur because of social, political, and environmental factors.

	Push factors—pressure people to emigrate from (aka leave) a place. Genrally these are bad and/or divisive things.
· Overpopulation

· Religious persecution

· Lack of job opportunities

· Agricultural decline

· Conflict

· Political persecution

· Natural hazards—Droughts, floods, famines, volcanic eruptions

· Limits on personal freedom

· Environmental degradation 
	Pull factors—Encourage people to immigrate to (aka enter) a place. Generally, these are good and/or unifying things. 
· Religion

· Economic opportunity

· Land availability

· Political freedom

· Ethnic and family ties

· Arable land




Migrations have influenced cultural landscapes.
Impact of migrations on regions

· Language

· Religion and religious freedom

· Customs/traditions

· Cultural landscape

Modern transportation and communication are encouraging higher levels of cultural interaction worldwide
Evidence of cultural interaction

· Diffusion of U.S. culture to other regions

· Popularization of other cultures’ traditions in the United States

Site and situation are important geographic concepts when studying the growth of cities.

Patterns of urban development occur according to site and situation
	Site is the actual location of a city. Site refers to the physical geographical features of the place itself. 

	
	Situation is another name for relative location—the location of a city with respect to other geographic features, regions, resources, and transport routes.



	Examples of site (local characteristics)

· Harbor sites: New York City; Alexandria, Egypt; Istanbul, Turkey

· Island sites: Paris, France (originally located on an island in the Seine River), Hong Kong, China and Singapore, Singapore
· Fall line sites: Richmond, Virginia
· Confluence sites: Khartoum, Sudan; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
· Hilltop sites: Rome, Italy; Athens, Greece; and Jerusalem, Israel
· Oasis sites: Damascus, Syria
· Sites where rivers narrow: London, England and Quebec City, Quebec (Canada)

	
	Examples of situation (regional/

global connections)

· Baghdad, Iraq—Command of land between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers

· Istanbul, Turkey—Command of straits and land bridge to Europe

· Mecca, Saudi Arabia; Varanasi  (Benares), India—Focal points of pilgrimages
· Samarkand, Uzbekistan and Xi’an, China grew along the Silk Road 
· Timbuktu, Mali; grew along the Trans-Sahara trade route 
· Singapore, Singapore— Grew up along an important maritime trade route
· Cape Town, South Africa—grew as a supply station for ships from Europe
· Omaha, Nebraska; and Sacramento, California—Cities that grew up along the U.S. Transcontinental Railroad
· Novosibirsk and Vladivostok—Cities that grew up along the Trans-Siberian Railroad




The functions of towns and cities change over time.

	Functions of towns and cities
· Security, defense

· Religious centers

· Trade centers (local and long distance)

· Government administration

· Manufacturing centers

· Service centers


	Examples of changes in cities’ functions over time

· Rio de Janeiro, Brazil—Move of Brazil’s capital city from Rio de Janeiro to Brasilia

· Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania—Early function connected to defense, then became steel manufacturing center, later shifted to diverse services (financial, light manufacturing)

· New York City—Changes in trade patterns, coastal and transatlantic trade, trade from Great Lakes via Erie Canal, worldwide trade and finances

· Mining towns, “ghost” towns—Resource depletion, changes in the environment




