Name _________________________________ Period _____ Date ________________

How Do Humans Impact Their Environment?
1.  Humans have invented several techniques for managing water supplies such as building ___________________ and _____________ for ____________________________ crops and ensuring a constant supply of water.

2.  The _________________

Colorado ____________

Aswan ______________

3.  The Aral Sea is located in Central Asia between Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan.  Since the 1960s it has been _____________________ due to over irrigation.

4.  The shrinking of the Aral Sea has caused:

A.






C.

B.

5.  The Colorado River starts in Colorado and empties into the Gulf of California.  On every stretch of the river farmers take water to __________________ .  People have also built several ___________ on the river, the most famous is the _______________________ .

6.  The Aswan High Dam was built on the Nile River in _________________________ .

7.  The Aswan High Dam (Benefits)

A.






C.

B.

8.  Aswan High Dam (Negatives)

A.






C.

B.






D.

9.  Changing Landscapes

Agricultural Terracing

Polders

Deforestation

Desertification

10.  People practice agricultural __________________ in mountainous areas in order to make flat land to __________________ .

11.  A polder is an area of _____________________________________

Polders are found in countries with low elevations next to the sea such as _________________________________________________________________

12.  Deforestation is when humans cut down trees faster than they can grow back.

13.  A few causes of deforestation are:

A.






B.

C.

14.  Desertification is an expansion of _____________ conditions into a non-arid environment.  Basically, desertification is when a desert gets bigger due to _____________________________________________________________

15.  Desertification occurs near deserts.  The region directly south of the ______________________________________ in Africa is called the _____________ .  This area has suffered from rapid desertification due to ____________________________ , _______________ , and _______________________________________________________

16.  Humans cause air, water, soil, and nuclear pollution that harm the environment.

17.  Air pollution is mostly caused by the burning of ______________________; oil, coal, and natural gas.  Areas with many coal burning power plants, ____________________ , and cars can experience acid rain.

18.  A few areas that have acid rain are the ____________________________________

and Canada, the _____________ Forest region in Germany, and China.  Acid rain can kill vegetation and fish in streams and lakes over a period of time.

19.  Water pollution is caused by:

A.






C.

B.






D.

20.  A few areas that have severe water pollution are:

A.






B.

21.  An example of nuclear pollution is when the Chernobyl nuclear power plant in the former Soviet Union exploded causing radioactive waste to contaminate the air and soil.

