W3 Culture Activity Paper

Directions:  You have read and studied the evidence about culture x.  Culture x is a group of people that live somewhere in the world with their own unique language, ethnicity, customs and traditions, types of buildings, religion, and food.  Hopefully, you have come to your own conclusions about where these people live and what their culture is like.  Now, you must write a paper describing what you have learned about these people and what your hypotheses are.  The following items must be addressed in your paper:

1.  The paper must have an introduction paragraph, a body consisting of at least three paragraphs, and a conclusion.

Introduction = 5 Points, Formatting of Body = 5 Points, Conclusion = 5 Points

2.  You must make a hypothesis about the following aspects of this culture and provide proof from the evidence you have been presented with.

A.  Religion (5 Points) (General Statement = 1 Point, Supporting Evidence = 4 Points)

Example:  Culture X follows a traditional religion, which uses sacrifice as a means of worship because they have a special word for bloody knife in their dictionary.  Based on photographs and the location of this culture they may worship birds as gods…

B.  Social Organization/Customs (5 Points)

Example:  I believe this culture is very concerned about rank and status.  In particular, they respect women and older people because (Evidence).

C.  Type of Agriculture (5 Points)

Example:  This culture practices highly advanced methods of irrigation because they live in a dry area.  I believe they live in a dry area because of photographs of their capital city and comments by researchers who mentioned these people are extremely preoccupied with water.

D.  Level of Technological Development/Interaction with Other Cultures (5 Points)

Example:  This culture is extremely technologically advanced because they have words for skyscrapers, plastic, and computers.  They may have acquired these items through trade because (Evidence).

E.  Location (5 Points)

Example:  This culture is located on a flat plain near the equator because …

     You can organize the paper anyway you want but this may help.  Start with an introduction.  The next paragraph can be about location and interaction with other cultures.  The third paragraph can be about religion, social organization, and customs, and fourth paragraph can be about level of technological development.  The last paragraph sums up the entire paper and may conjecture on where these people are today or why their civilization died.

     Feel free to examine all of your evidence again while you write this paper.  I highly recommend you write a rough draft and revise it.  Also, the paper must be typed.  There are computers available at school for this purpose.

BEFORE YOU START WRITING!

Try to fill out the following chart before you start writing.  It will help you organize your thoughts and provide the necessary evidence.

Religion (Vocabulary you may want to use:  Animistic, ancestor worship, monotheistic, polytheistic, idols, altar)

Hypothesis _____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Evidence #1 ____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Evidence #2 _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Evidence #3 _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Social Organization/Customs (Vocabulary you may want to use:  Matriarchal, patriarchal, egalitarian, social class, culture)

Hypothesis ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Evidence #1 _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Evidence #2 _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Evidence #3 _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Type of Agriculture (Vocabulary you may want to use:  Water diversion, irrigation, terraced farming, sedentary, nomadic herding, nomad, cultivation, vegetarian, labor intensive farming, mechanized farming)

Hypothesis ______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Evidence #1 _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Evidence #2 _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Evidence #3 _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Level of Technological Development/Interaction With Other Cultures (Vocabulary you may want to use:  Cultural diffusion, cultural hearth, intervening barrier, bronze age, iron age, stone age, material culture, textile)

Hypothesis ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Evidence #1 _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Evidence #2 _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Evidence #3 _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Location (Vocabulary you may want to use:  Isolated, landlocked, archipelago)

Hypothesis ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Evidence #1 _____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Evidence #2 _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Evidence #3 _____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

