Menchville High School

Syllabus:  World Geography

Teacher:  Mr. Dreyer

Phone:  886-7722 ext 1130,1159

Email:  arram.dreyer@nn.k12.va.us

arramdreyer@hotmail.com

Website:  www.mrdgeography.com

Overview:  World Geography is an inter-disciplinary course that encompasses a wide range of skills and knowledge including anthropology, economics, and regional studies.  These components make the course exciting and versatile, as well as extremely demanding.  The course is divided into two main themes, theory and application.  The first semester will cover the theory of geography and includes:  physical, human, economic, and cultural geography.  During the second semester these theories will be applied to the different regions and countries of the world.  World Geography is important for two reasons:  It is required by the Virginia Standards of Learning in order to graduate High School, but more importantly it provides the student with a fundamental understanding of the world, and the many diverse and interesting cultures that live in it.  

Preparation:  Because of the vast amount of information contained within World Geography we will utilize every minute of class time to the fullest extent.  This means quality of instruction, as well as quantity.  My responsibility to you, the student, and to the class in general, is to provide thought provoking instruction and activities that engage you in forming lifelong skills.  In short, memorization has a place in any form of study but we should be more concerned with higher order thinking, analytical, and organizational skills.  You, as the student, will also have many responsibilities.  These will be outlined in detail and should be taken very seriously.

· Report to class on time and be in your seat ready to work.  When the tardy bell rings I will close the door and begin instruction.  You will not be allowed into class unless you have a tardy slip from the office.  In addition, you are expected to remain in your seat at the end of the period until you are dismissed.

· Bring the necessary materials to class such as textbook, writing utensils, notebooks, paper, etc...

· Participate in class discussions and all assigned group work.

Behavioral Expectations:  A safe and positive learning environment is extremely important; therefore, classroom rules will be vigorously enforced.  

· The most important rule is mutual respect for your peers.  No cursing, name-calling, physical threats, or fighting.  These infractions will result in an immediate referral to the administrative office.

· Keep talking to a minimum.  Do not interrupt your peers or me.

· No food and drink in the classroom.  This is a school policy.  Our custodians work hard to keep the classrooms clean and we do not want to add to their workload.

· Raise your hand to speak.

· There will be no bathroom passes during instruction time.  When there is a break in instruction you may go to the bathroom.

· Please do not abuse your privilege to go to the nurse's office.

· Sit in your assigned seat when you enter the classroom.  There will be a seating chart from the beginning of the year and I change it from time to time. 

· No sleeping in class.  Sleeping in class is not only extremely rude, it also disrupts the learning environment.  I will warn you if you are sleeping and ask you to sit up and pay attention.  

· Review all instructions in the Rights and Responsibilities Handbook.

Academic Expectations:  All students should strive for academic excellence regardless of their placement.  I truly believe that all students can be successful if they apply themselves.

· Academic integrity is a form of honor.  Ensure that the work you turn in is your own.  At times, I will hand out group assignments, but these will have specific rubrics that break down the effort needed by each group member to receive a given grade.  Any cheating on tests or quizzes will result in a zero.

· Late work.  I will only accept homework one class period after it is due and I will deduct one letter grade unless you have a valid excuse for being absent.  I will write the homework and any tests and quizzes that are coming up on the board.

· Grading.  40% tests, 25% quizzes, 25% classwork/homework, 10% nine weeks test.

· Ask for make up work if you are absent.  Come to me before class, after class, or after school to get make up work.

· Extra help is available and I encourage all students to speak with me if they are       having problems.  At times, I may suggest a student take advantage of extra instruction if I feel they need more help in a particular area, however, this is optional and up to the decision of the student and parent.  I will be available on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:15 to 3:15.
