Podcast Project

     The purpose of this project is to make a six to twelve minute audio file based on a major idea from geography.  The audio file is a short lesson and you are the teacher.  You will research your topic and write a script before you start recording your podcast.  Once you have completed the script you will use Garageband or Audacity to record the lesson and post it to a website for your peers to review.  Here is a list of topics that will be assigned to the class.  This podcast will be done with a partner.  You pick two of the following weather patterns and your partner picks two.

· Tropical Storms (Hurricanes and Typhoons)

· Monsoons

· Tornadoes

· El Nino

How do I get started?

Your goal is to produce an error free script.  You cannot record your podcast until you have a script that is approved by the teacher.

1.  Brainstorm the topic by researching good websites or by getting books in the library.  Jot down ideas and terms related to your topic on a piece of paper and create a graphic organizer.  Try to think of vocabulary terms related to your topic and specific questions you can ask during the podcast.  Remember, you are teaching this topic to someone else.  Break the topic into parts and focus on single concepts then put them together. 

2.  Take your graphic organizer and make a workable outline.  The outline must have an introduction, body, and conclusion. 

3.  Use the outline, graphic organizer, and vocabulary list to compose a rough draft of the script.

4.  Get feedback on the rough draft of the script and revise it to a final draft.  The final draft must be checked by the teacher.

5.  Compose an assignment that can be used with the podcast.  The assignment can be a multiple-choice quiz, matching, true/false, or something more creative.

6.  Record the podcast using Garageband or Audacity software.

7.  Share the podcast with the class.  The best podcasts will be uploaded to a website and students can use them to review the material or learn new concepts.

Timeline and Grading

The podcast project will count as one full test grade.  You may complete the podcast project ahead of schedule but if you need more motivation here are the due dates:



1.  An outline or graphic organizer with a list of sources.  (15 Points) (October 6th)

· 10 points for the outline or graphic organizer

· 5 points for the works cited page

· You must have a minimum of five works cited

· 1 of the works cited must be a book!

· 1 of the sources must be a current event

2.  A rough draft of the script.  (15 Points) (October 6th)

3.  The final, error free, script (40 Points) (October 13th)

4.  An assignment that will be used with the podcast. (10 Points) (October 13th)

5.  Record the podcast.  (20 Points) (TBA)

Total Score  (100 Points)

Some important tips when writing your script

1.  Try to write your script like a radio show.  You and your partner can ask each other questions during your show or make comments.  Make it lively and interesting.  Don't just read a page of text!  Feel free to be creative.

2.  Focus on how extreme weather affects people by answering the following questions.

· Can people predict when the weather event will happen?

· Have people developed early warning systems?

· Does the weather event have categories of severity?

· How can people prepare for the weather event?

· What kind of damage does the weather event cause?

· Can people prevent or minimize the damage?

· Do poor countries suffer more than rich countries?  If so, why?

· What are the outcomes of the weather event?  Does it affect farming?  Does it make people migrate or move to other areas?  Does it interrupt economic activity?

· Include specific examples of the weather event from current news.

